My thoughts on the Family Histories.

These are from different sources – mainly from discussions with other members of the family that have done research into the family history. 

Most of this will centre around John and his brother James who Came out from Belfast via the Garrow.

The Histories say:

They came out to Melbourne together in Circa 1849 aboard the Garrow

What I found is that the John Garrow2 – known as the Garrow left Belfast in 1838 and arrived in Australia in March 1839. This is confirmed as John is listed among the people on board. Other passengers are listed in cross reference from the poem he wrote about the journey. The other Montgomery is Henry Montgomery - a married man aged 28 with his wife, 24 yo.

Image series 1. ( http://srwww.records.nsw.gov.au/ebook/list.asp?Page=NRS5313/4_4780/Garrow_2%20Mar%201839/4_478000113.jpg&No=1 )
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This would confirm from the histories that both were from County Down and that both were stone masons. The next thing that concerns me is the name. Is it possible that Henry was called James? Is it possible that his name was Henry James? This to me is a real possibility because John's son Robert married a lady Fanny Gertrude who everyone called Gertie.

The Histories say:

That John disembarked at Melbourne while James (Henry?) continued to Sydney.

I find this hard to believe for a number of reasons.
1. The Ship had cases of Typhus on board and so was Quarantined upon arrival in Sydney (confirmed via histories and records). There was no way anyone would be allowed disembarkation any earlier.

2. The poem John wrote mentions no other stops apart from the Arrival in Sydney.

The histories mention that they were both in Melbourne together and they parted ways after a disagreement over a girl. Everyone has presumed that this was Elisabeth Ann because of the previous arrival date was thought to be the same year as the marriage date. 
After I have confirmed this to be incorrect, can it be assumed that, if the histories still carry a truth to them, then the issue was between Henry's wife and John? John then leaves James (Henry) in Sydney and makes his way to Melbourne to find work. This sent me trying to explain his arrival in Melbourne.

I found this referencing a John Montgomery aboard a ship called the John Barry
( http://www.oocities.org/vic1847/ship/johnbarry39.html )
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Although the age seemed to fit, nothing to get excited about till I followed that link on the name...
( http://www.oocities.org/vic1847/m/m22.html#j )
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To me this leaves only a few possibilities about James. 

1. He was here before John contrary to the histories, or

2. James is Henry James, and was married before he came to Australia and either lived in Sydney, or moved to New Zealand as the histories mention. 

I'm thinking that number two is the most likely scenario.

Some sources said that the two brothers travelled to Tallygaroopna together to purchase land to farm (1875), but the records from Ivy Waterworth discount this by actually giving the names of those that travelled with him – Caldwell, Mc Liesh and two others. Others mention that one of the brothers was lost en-route from Seymour to Tallygaroopna, but the missing person was two year old Robert, John's youngest son – who was later found not far from their camp.
